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Whether they were his wres-
tlers, students, fellow coaches of
just friends, most people knew
Art Connorton as “The Bear”

Az in lovable. Or huggable like
a Teddy Bear.

The Hall of Fame wrestling
coach said he picked up the
nickname when he was an infant
because he was “so huge."'

Mr. Connorton was remem-
bered Thursday as a man who
left a huge mark on wrestling in
Irondequoit, Section V and
around the country. He died
Tuesday after a long battle with
CANCET.

“We were blessed to have him
in Section V" said Mark Hoyt,
farmer Brighton eoach and See-
tion V wrestling coordinator,
“He was a tremendous ambassa-
dor for the sport.”

Mr. Connorton, 70, started the
wrestling program at Ironde-
guoit High in 1960 and coached
there for 36 years. At the time of
his retirement, his 301 dual-meet

victories were No. 2 all-time in
Section ¥V and in the Top 10 in
state history. After winning
countless coaching awards, he
was inducted into the MNational
Wrestling Hall of Fame in 1999,

Mr. Connorton coached 34
All-Americans and three scate
champions at Irondegquoit, in-
cluding Tony Cotroneo, who
capped a brilliant five-year ca-
reer with a state title in 1981

“1 consider Art ta be very in-
strumental in my life,” said Co-
troneo, a successful local attor-
ney who stayed close to “The
Bear* right up until his final
days. “I've never met anybody as
passionate about anything the
way he loved wrestling.”

At Trondeguoit High, the
wrestling gymnasium is named
in Mr, Connorton's honor and
the school hosts a tournament
called the Art “Bear* Connorton
[nvitational.

“Maming the wrestling gym
after Art was an easy sell,” Iron-
deguoit athletic director Dennis
Fries snid. “He was one of the
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Art Connorton, a pioneer for wrestling

Art Connorton
He started the
Irandequoit
team in 1960
and coached 34
All-Americans
and three state
champions,

finest coaches we've ever had
here.

“He supported every team. If
the wrestlers didn't have a meet,
he'd be at a game, often bringing
his wrestlers with him. Even af-
ter he retired, he was a constant
figure at our games,”

Arkee Allen, who wrestled at
Irondequoit from 1990-94 and is
currently the Eagles® coach, ad-
mits he tries to pattern his
coaching style after his mantor.

“That dude could make you
think you were MNo. 1 in the state,
even if your record was 10-15,"
Allen zaid. “He made you be-
lieve you would win.”

During his senior year, Allen
said Mr. Connorton told him he
was going to college at Colum-

bia. “I didn't even know where it

was,” said Allen, a math teacher.
“But what a great choice it was. 1

woulda't be halfl the man I am
today without The Bear.”

For the past 10 years, Mr. Con-
norton served as an asgistant
coach under Don Murray at Di-
vision ITI powerhowse SUNY
Brockport., Only a few weeks
ago, despite his deteriorating
health, he was still eritiquing
tapes for the Brockport wres-
tlers and offering tips on moves
they should work on inpractice.

“We worked very well to-
gether,” Murray said. “I'd push
the kids wery hard and Art
would kind of put his arm
around them and lighten the
moment. If I was frustrated, he
could calm me down in five min-
uifes."

For more than 25 years, Mr.
Connorlon was in demand as g
speaker/teacher on the national
clinic elrcuit. He worked more
than 400 clinics in that time,
which Hoyt calls an “unofficial
national record.™

“Art has friends throughout

the entire country,” adds former
Madison coach Frank Marotta.

“(Go out to Nebraska or Okla-
homa and they know him.”

Madison High's wrestling
team was a frequent visitor to
Mr. Connorton’s Thanksgiving
weekend scrimmages at Ironde-
quoit. Once, “The Bear” spotted
a hulking 250-pounder named
Henry Hood.

“This guy needs a license
plate,” Connorton quipped.

And everybody cracked up.

"My kids loved to go practice
with Irondequoil,” Marotta said.
“He helped all kids, not just his
own."
Maratta said Mr. Connorion
used his connections to help
same talented city wrestlers get
noticed by college recruiters.

Mr. Connorton was quite a
character. He could show up
wearing a wig, a cowboy hat or
boots, and would crack jokes to
lighten the mood in a tough,
gritty sport.

“He was big man but he was a

Calling hours

The Connorton family will
receive friends today from 2-4
and T-9 at Paul W, Harris Funeral
Home, Inz., 570 Kings Highway
South (corner of Titus), Friends
are invited to meat tha family
Saturday at 11 a.m. at 5t. Rita's
Church for the Funeral Mass,
Intarment at Haoly Sepulchne
Cemetery,

big soft teddy bear with us” Al-
len said. “He knew wrestling
was a grueling sport, but he
made you forget about that.”

Mr. Connorton passed away
the night before the annual Sec-
tion V Hall of Fame dinner.

“It's supposed to be a night of
celebeation, but it just wasn’t the
same without him,” Hoyt said.
“By the end of the night, a lot of
people were talking about him,
remembering something funny
he said or did.

“The Bear was a legend, He
was one of a kind."a
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