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The Albany State wrestling team com
pleted their finest performanee ever in the
SUNYAC champlionships by placing third,
crowning three individual champions and
qualifying four wrestlers for the NCAA
Division 111 nationals to be held later this
month.

Two-time All-American Andy Seras cap-
tured his third consecutive SUNYAC title at
142-pounds, senfor Vic Herman won his
first SUNYAC champlonship following
three yesrs of near misses and sophomore
Dave  Averill was  victarious in the
1 18-pound welght elass, for his lirst tme.
Senlor Rob Spagnoll was Albany's fourth
qualifier for the nationals, placing third at
1 26-pounds

SWe did really well,  The three cham-
plons were the most at the SUNYACs in
Albany history, They did a real outstan-
ding job,"* hewd coach Joe DeMeo said,

Albany findshed the two day tournament
with 92 points finishing behind Oswego,
10 points, and Brockport with 141.25.
HBrockport won the team title for the faurth
consecutive year and tenth of the last
fwelvth,  The championships which were
held in Oswego last Friday and Saturday,
had Binghamton (inishing fourth only 3,25
points behind the Danes at K875,

Albany had seven winning placers
averall, to gecumuliate the maost leam points
in the team's history, John Denn took
fourth place st 177-pounds, Ed Gleason
was [fifth at 150:pounds and Spero
Theofilutos closed out his Albany State
carcer by finishing sixth at 134-pounds,

The NCAA reduced the number of
wrestlers allowed to go to the naftonals, ac-
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Dave Averill was one of three Albany wrestlers to be crowned SUNYAC champlon last weekend in Oswego. Andy Seras won

his third consecutive title and senlor Vic Herman captured his first champlonship.

cording to DeMeo,  Under last year's
qualification system, both Gleason and
Denn would also be making the trip Lo
Whenton, linois the weekend of February
25 and 26 in search of a natlonal title,
DeMeo added.

For Seras the SUNYAC title was his
third in three tries enabling him to become
the first SUNY wrestler to win four titles in

22 vears i he continues his winning wiys
next year, The top-seeded wrestler in his
class, Seras had little problems disposing his
opponents, He decisioned Mike Leteher of
Oswego, 20-6, in the semi-finals and
defended his crown by pinning Brockport's
Dave Recor,

“I'm looking forward to a national
title,”” the undefeated junior said., *'I

wrestled good this weekend, | was seeded
first and | came through, 1'm working my
hardest and training to get myselfready for
the nationals,"'

Serns will compete in the nationals for
the third straight year. In his freshman
year, he finished second and last year he
finished fourth, despite an injury that
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hampered him for most of his
sophomore year,

Herman finally captured the title
thit had eluded him for four years.
The heavyweight senior, who owns
most of the Albany wrestling
records, won the SUNYAC title this
year by defeating Mark Glickman
af Oswego 12-8 in the semi-linals
and  pinping  Scott  Nicholls  of
Brockport 1o win the [inal
Previously, Herman has finished os
high as second in the tournament,
But the all-time career vietory leader
in Dane history could never get over
the threshold,

“S1'm really happy for Vie, 1 feel
him and Dave Averill have excellent
shots al winning o natonal title, ©1
course, Andy (Seras) will be right
up there battling,'" DeMeo said,

Averill,  an  All-American  last
year, won the SUNYAC title by vir-
tue of victories over Binghamton's
John Leo, 12:6, and Jefl Grossfeld
of Onconta, 7-5, in the semi-finals
and final respectively,  Averdll will
be traveling to the nationals for the
seconed year in o row.,

Spagnoll was the final Albany
qualifier for the nationals, The
senior defeated Desmond Basnigh
of Oneontn 13-5 and Potsdam's
Grant Griffin 4:0 1o capture third

place, Earlier, Spagnoli  was
defented by Frank Famiano of
Brockport, 193, Famiano |s a

defending champion and the most
outstanding wrestler in last year's
nationals,

SThat mateh (against Faminno)
wis mueh eloser thian the seare ins

dicated, You have Lo be really im-
pressed with Rob. He lost only one
maleh and that was to the defen-
ding NCAA champion,"' DeMeo
commented.

Denn's fourth place finish was
perhaps one of the more impressive
if not surprising developments of
the weekend,

“1'm really pleased with his per-
formuance,  He has really come on
lately,"! DeMeo sald  aboul  his
freshman wrestler,

“Ed Gleason and Spero
(‘Thealilatos) both lost really close
matehies in the semi-finals. 11 either
of them would have won, we would
linve placed seeond,' he added.

The four national qualifiers hiave
1w weeks 1o trndn belore traveling
1o Hlinals,
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