* Tito Express Is

By TOM BATZOLD

John Zito may have been a prophet
when he set some lofty goals for his
wrestling career two years ago,

“Twas just a scared freshman but 1
knew what T wanted to do,” says Zito,
East Rochester’s unbeaten junior. “T
wanted fo go to the states as a
sophomore and 1 wanted to win the
state championship this year.”

The first hall of hizs goal was ful-
filled last March when Zito represent-
ed Section § in the 177-pound weight
class at the state tournament in
Syracuse.

The second part will be more diffi-
cult, but Zite is by no means a long
shot to become ER's third stale

up against him,” Zito says. “But |

was confi 1 watched one of his
basic.styk ﬁa-rm-lr_u\g_ T could
be him if I wrestled smart.”

Zito won 32 after taking Varmette
down with 40 seconds Jeft in the
match. Earlier in the day, he beal a
wrestler who had placed fifth in last
year's state meet.
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“because T don't have the ti
. , the oldest of nine children

JOHN ZITO
.. . ER 167-pounder )
but Zito came out on tnpnﬁl 32 in

County title last month, 1.9&
“A lot will be decided it gt
Quinn says. “I think one of them
to go up to 177 before the sta
gualifier. 1t would be foolish for one of
them not to make it to the states.”
Zito, now 40-2 over the past t
seasons, would rather stay at
pounds. “I'm more comfortable here,"
he explains, ** my s -
gives me an advantagh. 1 can't do the
same kinds of things at 177 because
those guys are usually cutting weight
from 185-190 pounds." e
Actually, Zito wound up al 167 this
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pounds.
“1 was looking forward to g
_ decent (football) season but it
worked out that way."” says a

'%ﬂm ER's shot put and discus
specialist in track. The rest of the year
Zito is a mal rat.

“] don't work (at a part-time job)
me,"” says

i . “And

I really don't have to do much around

the house because I've always been
involved in sports.” 3 :
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Zito Express Is Right on Schedule.
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